
JUDGE
of Judges

THE 1
Yes & No

             1. I am not a superstitious person.

2. When people sneeze, I typically say, “Bless you!”

3. Most of my everyday stresses are my fault, so I don’t pray for God to take them away. 

4. When you cheat on God, in anger He hands you over to the devil.

5. Obedience is the most effective way to win our spiritual battles.

NOTES...
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† What are some of the superstitious practices that you, your family, your friends or 
     coworkers do? Are these done for protection, good luck, improved health, etc.?

» READ Judges 3:7-11 (NIV)
7 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord; they forgot the Lord their God and served 
the Baals and the Asherahs. 8 The anger of the Lord burned against Israel so that he sold 
them into the hands of Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram Naharaim, to whom the 
Israelites were subject for eight years. 9 But when they cried out to the Lord, he raised up 
for them a deliverer, Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother, who saved them. 10 
The Spirit of the Lord came on him, so that he became Israel’s judge and went to war. The 
Lord gave Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram into the hands of Othniel, who overpowered 
him. 11 So the land had peace for forty years, until Othniel son of Kenaz died.

     ‡ Israelites did evil...they forgot the Lord (šākaḥ, which is generally understood as 
          “to forget.” In the passive tense it means “amnesia.” Here it is active: “to disre-
          gard, not to take into account.” It is self-imposed amnesia.)

          † Why do you think people “forget” God so easily and so consistently?

     ‡ The Baals and the Asherahs - The gods of the everyday concerns.

     ‡ What do you think it means when our Scripture says, “The anger of the Lord 
          burned against Israel so that he sold them”?
 
          † How does this fit or conflict with your picture of God’s character of love?

          † “sold them” (yimkré yâd) - literally: handed them over.

∆ Cushan-Rishathaim - (Cushan, the Doubly-Wicked) 
          † King of Aram Naharaim - The two rivers.

Dive Deeper:

     ‡ Despite their lack of faithfulness, God responds to the Israelite’s cry for help and raises up a deliverer for them. What 
does this tell you about God?

∆ Ver. 10. And the spirit of Jehovah was upon him. - 
          » Brensinger, T. L. (1999). Judges (pp. 53). Obedience without divine empowerment, as self-driven activists often 
                 illustrate, is ultimately resourceless. Divine empowerment without obedience, as later judges will all too clearly 
                 demonstrate, is mournfully fruitless.

          » Why do you think God requires both obedience and Divine empowerment to bring victories? And does He only 
                offer empowerment when we have gotten ourselves into a big mess?
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My Prayers This Week...
1. How am I creating self-imposed spiritual amnesia in my daily walk with God?

2. In what areas of my life do I need “deliverance” from?

3. How does this section of Scripture help me see more of God’s character?
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