
JUDGE
of Judges

THE 4
Yes & No

             1. Some of the people here look kind of untrustworthy.

2. Relationally, I’m more loyal than most of the other people in this room.

3. Most Christians live in fear. 

4. If coming to The Bible Lab were literally life-threatening, I would probably stay at home.

5. Spiritual droughts are my fault, not God’s.

NOTES...
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‡ What advice do you give to your friends when they confide in you that their loved-one 
     keeps cheating on them with other people?

» READ Judges 6:1-16(see text on the screen)

‡ THE CAST (part 1):
     ∆  The Midianites: A seminomadic people of the Sinai peninsula and western Arabia. 
 According to Gen 25:2–4, they were distant relatives of the Israelites, being 
 descended from Abraham by his second wife, Keturah. They were friends during 
 the Exodus.

     ∆ The Amalekites: Descendants of Esau (Gen 36:12, 16). These are the first people 
 Israel went to war with after the Exodus (Exodus 17:8–16). They were the first to 
 domesticate and weaponize camels.
 • According to the Midrash (ancient Jewish commentaries), the Amalekites were 
 sorcerers who could transform themselves to resemble animals, in order to 
 avoid capture. Thus, in 1 Samuel 15:3, it was considered necessary to destroy the 
 livestock in order to destroy Amalek.
 • Synonymous with archenemy; symbol of evil; irreconcilable enemy; atheist.

‡ THE CONDITIONS:
     ∆  The Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves and 
 strongholds. (vs. 2): According to Wetzstein (Hauran, p. 45), “At some rocky, 
 elevated, and dry place, a shaft was sunk obliquely into the earth; and at a 
 depth of about twenty-five fathoms, streets were run off, straight, and from six 
 to eight paces wide, in the sides of which the dwellings were excavated. At 
 various points these streets were extended to double their ordinary width, and 
 the roof was pierced with airholes, more or less numerous according to the 
 extent of the place...These excavations had a second place of exit.”

     ∆  Midian so impoverished the Israelites (vs. 6): impoverished [לַּ֧דִּי דֹ֖אְמ: wayyiddal] 
 - Literally, Israel “became small.”

Dive Deeper:

‡ THE LAST RESORT:
     ∆  The children of Israel appear to have turned to the Lord in their frustration as a 
 last resort (vss. 7-10).
 » What does it say about God that He would even listen to them?
 » There is no mention of repentance, or a return to faithfulness. Does God still 
      act this way today? Does this make Him a hopeless pushover?

     ∆  8 He sent them a prophet, who said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of 
 Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 9 I rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians. And I delivered you from the 
 hand of all your oppressors; I drove them out before you and gave you their land. 10 I said to you, ‘I am the 
 Lord your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’ But you have not listened to 
 me.”
 † do not worship: For the first time, the verb אֵרָי, to fear, elsewhere used only with reference to God, is here 
     connected with heathen gods; but only to point out the fact that disobedient Israel has yielded to idol gods the 
     reverence which it owed to the eternal God.
  ° Is it MORE assuring when God reprimands us, or when He is silent? In your own life, have you exper-
      enced more grace during times of silence or reprimand

  ° Is it accurate to say that God abandons us?

‡ GOD IS WITH YOU (verses 11-16)
     ∆ “Where are all his wonders that our ancestors told us about”? 
 † Does God depend on our faithfulness in order to do the miraculous, or does He cease His work whenever we turn 
    away from Him?

 † How much responsibility do we hold for periods of “spiritual drought?”

 
     ∆ 16 The Lord said to him, “I will be with you. And you will destroy the Midianites as if you were fighting against 
 one man.” (NLT)
 † What does this line say about the character of God?
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My Prayers This Week...
1. What “strongholds” have I built in response to our spiritual weaknesses?

2. In my spiritual responsibilities, how much do I acknowledge that God will be with me?

3. How does this section of Scripture help me see more of God’s character?
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