
JUDGE
of Judges

THE 5
Yes & No

             1. I’m more skeptical than the people sitting beside me.

2. Don’t believe anything you see, and only half of what you read.

3. Other people are more critical of my work than I am. 

4. People with strong faith do not need to ask for providential signs from God. They recognize His voice.

5. God is very economical with His providence, and only speaks using signs during crucial moments of your life.

NOTES...
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‡ Has God ever communicated to you through signs? What was your experience, and 
how did you come to believe that it was, in fact, God?

» READ Judges 6:17-40(see text on the screen)

‡ THE SCIENTIFIC METHOD:
This experience of Gideon bears one interesting similarity with the experience of Elijah 
(and some others): It follows the steps of the scientific method
     ∆  THERE IS A PROBLEM OR A QUESTION: Is this being talking to me the true God?

     ∆ THERE IS A HYPOTHESIS: “Gideon replied, “If you are truly going to help me, show 
 me a sign to prove that it is really the Lord speaking to me.”

     ∆ THE METHODOLOGY TO TEST THE HYPOTHESIS (AN EXPERIMENT): 18 Don’t go 
 away until I come back and bring my offering to you.” He answered, “I will stay 
 here until you return.”  19 Gideon hurried home. He cooked a young goat, and 
 with a basket of flour he baked some bread without yeast. Then, carrying the 
 meat in a basket and the broth in a pot, he brought them out and presented 
 them to the angel, who was under the great tree.
 20 The angel of God said to him, “Place the meat and the unleavened bread on 
 this rock, and pour the broth over it.” And Gideon did as he was told.

     ∆ THE RESULTS OF THE EXPERIMENT: 21 Then the angel of the Lord touched the 
 meat and bread with the tip of the staff in his hand, and fire flamed up from the 
 rock and consumed all he had brought. And the angel of the Lord disappeared.

     ∆ THE CONCLUSION OF THE EXPERIMENT: 22 When Gideon realized that it was the 
 angel of the Lord, he cried out, “Oh, Sovereign Lord, I’m doomed! I have seen 
 the angel of the Lord face to face!”
 
» The results of the experiment concluded that the hypothesis “this being talking to 
      me is the true God of Heaven” is valid.

 † Other places in Scripture warn us to not put the Lord God to the test. Is it 
       okay to test whether the voices or impressions we hear are from God or not?

Dive Deeper:

‡ GOD, CLOTHED IN HUMANITY
     » Verse 34: “Then the Spirit of the Lord came on Gideon...”
          ∆ “came on” - [labaš] refers to the everyday act of putting on a garment. This verse doesn’t say that Gideon was 
              clothed in a robe of righteousness, it says that God clothed Himself with Gideon. What might this say about God?

‡ THE SECOND TEST (verses 36-40)
     ∆ Contrary to popular interpretation, these verses have nothing to do with discovering or determining the will of God. 
 Gideon already knew God’s will. What he needed now was reassurance (Am I the right man for the job?).

 † What does it say about God’s character that He is willing to be patient (even to the point of giving two more 
      signs) in order to communicate reassurance to a self-doubting person? 

 † Is God okay with us asking for this same type of providence?

 † Does God only provide signs to encourage and strengthen his people, or are there other reasons or occasions in 
       which He interacts in this way?

 
‡ GOD’S GREATEST STATEMENT
     ∆ What does this story tell us about God’s character that is different from how we typically view Him?
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My Prayers This Week...
1. How do I determine when God is trying to speak to me?

2. Is my spiritual self-esteem low? How can I let God prove Himself to me this week?

3. How does this section of Scripture help me see more of God’s character?
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