
^| THE PARABLE IN YOUR FRONT YARD
     Î We’ve all walked past the statues of the Good Samaritan parable in the central lawn of campus. 
       Some of you raced past it to get here this morning. Have you ever noticed all of the hidden 
       messages the artist included? What are some of the things that you’ve found?

READ Luke 10:25-37 (NIV)
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do 
to inherit eternal life?”
26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”
27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by 
robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A 
priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the 
other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 
33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity 
on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the 
man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out 
two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will 
reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 
robbers?”
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

     Î WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?
          ˇı The word for “neighbor” used in verses 27, 29 & 36 is �������  [plesíon]. It typically means 
companion, kinsman or friend. It usually doesn't apply to just anyone on earth or to the people living 
next door to you. In the OT, it referred only to fellow Israelites.

          ˇı So, who is your neighbor?

          ˇı Jesus replied to the lawyer‘s question with a story. Who did Jesus say is 
               your neighbor? (Hint: see Lk. 10:36-37)
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At least one of the neighbors on 
my street annoys me.

There is something about me, my 
family, my pets or my yard that 
annoys at least one of my 

      neighbors.

I am uncomfortable giving 
money to beggars.

My financial status is about the 
same now as what I grew up with.

My spiritual walk has been a 
fairly steady one, free from 
extreme swings.
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          ˇı What are the defining characters of a neighbor according to Jesus? (vs. 36, 37)

     Î “AS” YOURSELF
          ˇı What does it mean to love your neighbor AS yourself?

          ˇı (Leviticus 19:18) kamokha: “who is similar to you.” This is not a comparison of two 
               kinds of love, it is the similarities of two people.

          ˇı READ Leviticus 19:9-18 (NLT)
               ° Underline the concrete actions of one who loves someone “as” themself.

9 “When you harvest the crops of your land, do not harvest the grain along the edges of 
your fields, and do not pick up what the harvesters drop. 10 It is the same with your grape 
crop—do not strip every last bunch of grapes from the vines, and do not pick up the grapes 
that fall to the ground. Leave them for the poor and the foreigners living among you. I am 
the Lord your God.
11 “Do not steal.
“Do not deceive or cheat one another.
12 “Do not bring shame on the name of your God by using it to swear falsely. I am the 
Lord.
13 “Do not defraud or rob your neighbor.
“Do not make your hired workers wait until the next day to receive their pay.
14 “Do not insult the deaf or cause the blind to stumble. You must fear your God; I am the 
Lord.
15 “Do not twist justice in legal matters by favoring the poor or being partial to the rich 
and powerful. Always judge people fairly.
16 “Do not spread slanderous gossip among your people.
“Do not stand idly by when your neighbor’s life is threatened. I am the Lord.
17 “Do not nurse hatred in your heart for any of your relatives. Confront people directly so 
you will not be held guilty for their sin.
18 “Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against a fellow Israelite, but love your neigh-
bor as yourself. I am the Lord.

          ˇı What does this say about the character of God?
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What “neighbor” currently challeng-
es me the most?

How can I be a better neighbor, 
especially to those I dislike?

What do I understand more clearly 
about God’s character, now that I’ve 
looked at this Kingdom Tale?
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